Eugens, OR
REGISTER - GUARD
Eugene — Springfield

Met Aren
gaturday D 74,789

MAR 1@, 2901

A8 OO

P4586
m PRESS CLIPPINGS

THE REGISTER-GUARD RELIGION SaTurpay, MARCH 10, 2001

7B

Scientist-priest earns top prize

W Honor: The $1 million
Templeton Prize for
Progress in Religion goes
to Arthur Peacocke.

By KAREN MATTHEWS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The Rev. Arthur
Peacocke, a biochemist and Angli-
can priest who has written exten-
sively about God and science, won
the $1 million Templeton Prize for
Progress in Religion on Thursday.

Peacocke, 76, specialized in bio-
logical macromolecules early in his
career and made significant contri-
butions to scientists’ understanding
of the structure of DNA. He has
spent the past 25 years exploring
the relationship between science
and theology.

“The search for intelligibility
that characterizes science and the
search for meaning that character-
izes religion are two necessary in-
tertwined strands of the human en-
terprise and are not opposed,” Pea-
cocke said at a news conference.
“They are essential to each other,
complementary vyet distinct and
strongly interacting — indeed just
like the two helical strands of DNA
itself.”

Peacocke, though an agnostic in
his youth, became a lay reader in
the Church of England in 1961 and
an ordained priest in 1971.

That same year he published
“Science and the Christian Experi-
ment,” which examined the paral-
lels between the scientific and theo-
logical quests. He founded the Unit-
ed Kingdom Science and Religion
Forum in 1972.
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The Rev. Arthur Peacocke, 76, winner of the 2001 Templeton Prize, speaks Thursday in New York. The $1
million prize is awarded yearly for progress in religion. Peacocke is a biochemist and an Anglican priest.

In 1984 Peacocke established the
Ian Ramsey Centre for the Interdis-
ciplinary Study of Religious Beliefs
in Relation to the Sciences, which
is part of the Faculty of Theology at
Oxford University. He also founded
the Society of Ordained Scientists,
which was begun in 1975 to promote
discussion of science and religion.

His books and articles include
“From DNA to Dean,” “God and

Science: A Quest for Christian
Credibility” and the forthcoming
“Paths from Science Toward God:
The End of All Our Exploring.”

The interfaith religion prize was
established in 1972 by mutual funds
entrepreneur John Templeton to
highlight a field omitted by the No-
bel prizes. Past winners include
Mother Teresa, Alexander Solzhen-
itsyn, Charles Colson and Billy

Graham.

The Templeton is one of the
richest awards for achievement in
any field. The amount is always set
at a level that exceeds that of the
Nobel Prize.

Peacocke said he has not decid-
ed what to do with the money. “I
hope I can find some way of en-
hancing study of theology in rela-
tion to the sciences,” he said.



