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Retirement Living

HOMECREST

is a cheerful, active home offering inde-
pendent and assisted living for Christian
Scientists. We are conveniently located
ina quiet residential neighborhood, a few
short blocks from shopping, church and
public transportation. Consider a one-
week complimentary visit. Write or call:
Barbara Becker at Homecrest Founda-
tion, 1430 Chicago Avenue, Evanston,
il. 60201. (708) 869-2162.

FOUNTAIN COURT
Independent living for senior Christian
Scientists. One-bedroom apariment in
ﬂmel garden selting near church and

lowntown. Three meals daily. Van trans-
portation. No buy-in. $707.50 and up
monthly. For information, or to request
video, call or wrile: Chemeketa Foun-
dation, P.O. Box 414, Salem, OR 97308.
(503) 363-9378.

Residential Living

YES, THERE IS AN ALTERNATIVE! Loving,
in-home care by the hour, day, week. SI.
Louis, Missouri. 1-(314) 391-2649,

Travel

ENGLAND & SCOTLAND WALKING TOURS.
Amidst breathtakingly beautiful and dramatic
scenery. Local guides/expert leclurers.
Charming country inns. Free brochure. (800)
724-8801. English Lakeland Ramblers, 18
Stuyvesant Oval, #1A, New York, NY 10009.

CANAL BOATING AND WALKING in
England July 17th - 30th. Airfare, train,
lodging, meals. London four days. $2,333.
Discount. Sara Lincoin, 840 Armslrong,
Lansing, Mi 48911,

ORGANIZE YOUR OWN GROUFP of 20 to
Europe, Asia, or Africa, and Iravel Ires.
For any travel needs, lours, cruises or low
air fares to Europe, Asia or the Pacific, call
Eva Dover, Lotus Travel: 1-(714) 775-6836;
1-(B00) 775-2240 (Church member).

PRE-RETIREMENT CONFERENCE. Prince
Edward island, Canada. July 22 - Augusl 5.
1-(405) 256-6655.

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE ANNUAL MEETING
packages from your cily. Call Grene - CWT:
1-(B0Q) 777-4298.
13-DAY KENYAN SAFARIS from $2,250, in-
cluding airfare from NYC. Weekly depar-
tures. Travel in small vans, lop halches, 10
three game parks. Call: 1-(607) 257-0610.

BALI - SINGAPORE - MALAYSIA - Novem-
ber 7th - 10 days. Exotic sighlseeing. Ameri-
can breakfasl. Escorled by Crene - CWT,
Call: (800) 777-4298 - Now!

7-NIGHT CRUISE Song Norway/Inaugaural.
December 3rd. From $649 with early book-
ing. Crene's World Travel: 1-(800) 777-4298.

THE ALCAZAR HOTEL - A small hotel people
love to call home. Providing a “residence
with an atlmosphere consistenl with the
Christian Science way of lile" for senior
residents and international guests of all
ages. Near Cleveland's cultural and educa-
lional center. Architecturally unique build-
ing. Residential neighborhood, walk-lo-
everylhing. Lush courl yard garden. Call
today for rales and information. Mrs. Virginia
Victor 1-(800) 205-971.

VISIT SPAIN with Dick & Ann Lurie on their
59th Spanish tour departing USA April 21st.
For brochure, call Dick Lurie: (216) 321-
6933,

Vacation Rentals

SOUTHERN FRANCE - charming Medieval
Catalan townhouse available weekly/monthly
- lully equipped. Picluresque seaside vil-
lage. Between Madilerranean/Pyrenees.
Near Spanish border. For brochure, call:
1-(617) 321-6886; Fax: (617) 322-0275.

MAINE - Lovely wateriront cotlage. Fully
furnished. Sleeps 4. $300 - $525/week.
1-(212) 978-0423.

ST. JOHN, VIRGIN ISLANDS - New guest
suite. Call for brochure. $700 per week.
1-(809) 779-4032.

ATLANTA - OLYMPICS. IN-LAW SUITE to
rent, References & deposil required. 1-(404)
962-1113,

MAINE LAKEFRONT COTTAGE. Secluded,
roomy, fireplace, new kilchen/bath, sandy
shore, $475/week. 1-(718) B57-6066.

WOODY'S COTTAGES - Mountains Western
North Carolina. Open April through October,
For brochure, Call: 1-(704) 765-2418.

Friday, March 17, 1995 15

Physicist Paul Davies garners award for initiating
new dialogue belween science and theology

inner of Religion Prize
Breaks the Mold

By Ron Scherer
Staff Writer of The Chnstian Science Monitor
NEW YORK

¢ HEN physicists get
stuck, they have
nowhere to go but

theology,” says Paul Davies.

Last Wednesday, being stuck
netted Mr. Davies, a theoretical
physicist, the major award in re-
ligion — the $1 million Templeton
Prize for Progress in Religion.

Davies is different from most
of the past winners, such as Billy
Graham and Mother Teresa. He is
not religious in the traditional
sense.

Davies doesn’t go to church.
He considers the Bible an inter-
esting collection of stories and
ideas, but deems the Bible “not
God's manifesto.” He finds Jesus'
message of love “very instruc-
tive,” but adds that he has real
difficulty with the concepts of the
Trinity and Jesus as God incar-
nate.

Instead, Davies is considered
one of the world’s brilliant scien-
tists. He has done original re-
search on such phenomena as
black holes in space and the Big
Bang - widely viewed as the start
of the physical universe. He has
written 22 books, including his
most recent, ‘About Time: Ein-
stein’s Unfinished Revolution”
(Simon & Schuster). He is cur-
rently a professor of natural phi-
losophy at the University of Ade-
laide in South Australia.

Davies' scientific work has led
him to ask deeper cosmological
questions. It is those questions
that have linked him with the re-
ligious world.

“He has initiated a new dia-
logue between science and reli-
gion that is having worldwide
repercussions” said the Rew.
Wilbert Forker, a Methodist min-
ister and executive vice president
of the Templeton Prize, al a press
conference on March 8.

Some of Davies' books, such
as “The Mind of God” (Simon &
Schuster), are written for the
general public. “In the books he
has raised interesting questions,
in an open way, that fall within re-
ligion in general and humanity’s
quest for meaning in God,” says
Robert John Russell, one of the
Templeton judges and a profes-
sor of theology and science at the
Graduate Theological Union in
Berkeley, Calif.

Mr. Russell, the founder of the
Center for Theology and the Nat-

ural Sciences in Berkeley, sees
Davies as being at the center po-
sition between atheists and op-
posing creationists, who believe
in the literal word of the Bible.

Davies' interest in theology
started when he was a teenager
growing up in East London. He
would lie awake at night ponder-
ing the basic questions of life:
“Who am [? What am [ doing
here? Is there life after death?”

He was dissatisfied with the
answers he heard from the local

PAUL DAVIES: The Templeton winner,
a theoretical physicist, is not
religious in the traditional sense.

vicar and his parents. He re-
members  being  deeply influ-
enced by Anglican Bishop John
Robinson's  book, “Honest to
God.” Robinson began the “God
is dead” debate of the 1960s.

The young Davies was also a
keen reader of astronomer Fred
Hoyle, an atheist who still ex-
pressed a sense of awe about the
universe.

By his mid to late teens,
Davies says he remembers think-
ing, "Il 1 really wanted to get to
the heart of the matter, I would
have 1o make a career as a pro-
fessional scientist.” In 1970, he
received his doctorate in theoret-
ical physics from University Col-
lege in London.

Once he became enmeshed in
science and physics, he found
that, over the past 300 years, sci-
ence has often had a message of
despair. “It has created a para-
digm that we are lumbering on ...
in a universe that is dying,”
Davies explains.

But Davies says he has tried to
show that there is a different way
of looking at the world. Instead
of despair, he states, “there is a
more hopeful picture of progres-

sive evenls, where humans are
not the center of the universe,
not the pinnacle of ereation, and
can regain control of their des-
tiny.”

Davies believes a lot of people
like science because they feel it
“demystifies” the universe. “They
think God hides in mysterious
corners,” he explains. Davies,
however, views science [rom an-
other angle: The more humanity
learns about the universe, the
more mystery science dispels,
“the more wonderfully organized
everything seems to be, the
greater evidence we have of
some underlying meaning or pur-
pose,” he says.

Rather than looking at the
creation of the universe as evi-
dence of God, he believes man
needs only to look at the laws
themselves as proof. To Davies,
the laws governing the universe
show a “self-creating” and “sell-
organizing” universe.

Take the chaos theory, for ex-
ample. On the surface the notion
of an “unpredictable” universe
could Dbe disturbing. But o
Davies, chaos theory shows “the
creative element of nature.” He
sees chaos as a sign that within a
deterministic system, “there is
still some openness.”

Central to Davies' message is
the idea that life is not an acei-
dent, a chemical reaction on the
right planet at the right time. In-
stead, he maintains “the emer-
gence of life and consciousness
are very significant manifesta-
tions of the rather special nature
of the laws of physics.”

Thus, there should be life on
other planets. In fact, it is essen-
tial to Davies to find extraterres-
trial life to show that life is not an
accident, but is built into the laws
of the universe.

Nevertheless, he  considers
finding life in other solar systems
a long shot (and he doubts there
is any other life in our solar sys-
tem). But, he adds, searching for
such life would be worthwhile,
“since it would be the scientific
discovery of all time.” In fact, in
the coming years, Davies says he
plans to devote more time to
such a search.

He asks, “Are we the only crea-
tures to gaze at the stars and
ponder the meaning of existence,
or do we share the cosmos with
a myriad of reflective beings?”

Davies is confident of the an-
swer.
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By Alan Bunce

m SUNDAY

5 American Handguns -

5 American Kids (HBO,
10-11 p.m.): Partly, perhaps, to
counter its own image as a
purveyor of shows even more
violent than the ones on
broadcast TV, the cable indus-
try is lounching a commend-
able and remarkably broad
initiafive the week of March
9.

Called "Voices Against Vio-
lence,” it's a collaboration
among some 50 cable net-
works 1o offer shows (please
check local listings) in many
formats that address violence
in society and in the media, os
well as special items like a
couple of anti-violence
announcements that President
Clinton has recorded for the
occasion.

One example of the pro-
gromming is “5 American
Handguns — 5 American Kids,”
a documentary offering five
case studies grimly illustrating
the impact of one form of vio-
lence — handguns - on fam-
ilies. Narrated by Beau
Bridges, the program unhesi-
tatingly relotes these personal
tragedies fo the national prob-
lem of handgun availability,
pointing out, among other sta-
tistics, that it is five times more’
likely a child will take his or
her own life when there’s
gun in the house.

m TUESDRY

Schoolbreak Special (CBS,
4-5 p.m.): One of the brighter
spots in network TV's program-
ming for young people is
“Schoolbreak’s” honest efforts
over the years to probe and
help solve their personal and
.social problems. This edition,
“What About Your Friends” is
the first program whose execu-
tive producer, writer, director,
and cast are all African-Ameri-
can.

The story is about three high
school girls from varied back-
grounds who are close friends
and dream of going to Spell-
man College together. As they
deal with the reality of enroll-
ing, hard and sometimes ironic
facts interfere: One girl from a
middle-class family can't afford
the tuition, for instance, while a
poor girl gets an enticing full
scholarship to UCLA.

. How they deal with this new
world of experience and strug-
gle to relain their friendship
through it all is the heart of the
story.

Please check local listings for
these programs.




